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b F S. Lux xxili. 34. 
Then faid Jeſus, Father forgive them, for they knoro 
7 755 85 not What they do. CO OR 


. 


O chis Day the Bleſſed Redeemer of the World, to fulfil the Pre- 


dictions of the Prophets, rode in Solemnity to Jerufalem, accom» 
paired with the Shcurs and Acclamations of the P:op'e, pro- 


_ claiming both His Majeſty and Divinity. Bat this ſhort Pomp was 
only to lead the Fital Way to his Execution; Hoſannah to the Son of David 
was to be chang'd into Crucify Him, Crucify Him 3 That ungrateful and 
cruel City, in which he went about doing Good, and for the Converſion 
of which he had wrought ſo many Miracles, was now, on the View of 
its impending Ruin, water'd with his Tears, only in order to be drenched 
in his Blood: And that which had been fo long the SlmghtegHzuſe of 
the Prophets, was to complete the Meaſure of irs Iniquiry, with the Bir- 
darous Murder of the Laft and Greateft, che Meffiah. For our Mcdirt:« 
tions upon which mournful Subject, the Church haviag fer apart this Holy 
Weck; I ſhull treat of the Subtimeſt Act of his Paſſion, His dying Prayer on 
the Croſs, to teach us to follow the Gteart Example of his Humility, Patience, 
and moſt extenſtye Charity. | | g 
It is the peculiar Honour and Privilege of that Religion whizh He chus 
ſeal'd with his Blood, not only to propoſe to the World a BDdy of Laus ex- 
ceed ing all others, in Riſing humane Nature to its higheſt Dignity and Per- 
fection; bur alſo to prevent all Cavils about the difficulty of Obedience to it 
by Appealiag to that conſumate and viſible Demonſtration of it in the Perſon 
cf the Legiſſator himſelf, All other Ipſtituions of Morality fell as much ſhorc 
of this Recommendation, as even their Compilers did ot thoſe faint Rules of 
Vertue they enjoyned their Profeiyres, Even Moſes who received his Revel:- 
tion immediately from God, whom he had the Honour ro converſe with, Eice 
to Face, ſtands recorded in his own H ſtory tor a fad Monument of humane 
Frailty, an Exception to his own mrek Character, and as 'ewere a blot upon 
that Holy Table he lämſelf delivered, Bur ia the G ſpel, and irs Bleſſed Au- 
thor, there ſhines ſuch a mutual Harmony and Conſent, that the Doctrine is al- 
ways legible in the performance, aud his Adtions are the beſt Comment on his 
Religion; he is a Prophet as mi hty in Deed as in Word; he is bath the Way 
and the L izht, the Road and G ide, the Precept and Example, and in a myſte- 
rious Hypoſt itic Union, himſelf both as Gd commanding Man, and as a Man per- 
fectly Ming God. As his whole Life was but one continued Proof cfthe Ra- 
ſon and Equi. y of his Injunctions, fo he ſeems in his Death to have carried che 
practice oben to the moſt exalred aud tranſcendent pitch. Here that P. 
tience and Meekneſs, that Humility and Condeſcenſion, that Conſtancy and 
4 Perſeverance, that entire Submiſſiou to Divine Will, chat tender Love to- 
wards the worſt of Enemies, in forgivirg and praying for them, which he ſtridt- 
ly preſcrives his Followers, were moſt cinitiently conſpicuous in our Lord and 
Maſter. Sgaocence and Vertue never appear with ſuch Luftre and Advantage, as 
I wen 1 are ſhaded wich Ad verſity and Oppreſſior. The Croſs was rhe 
A [proper place from-whence irs Doctrines were to be deliver'd 3- and whilſt our 


Saviour _ 


| CHF 

Saviour hung extended upon it, his Body ſeem'd to Preach 25 effectually ag h- 
tis Soul, and every Bleeding Wound pour d fe rth the moſt Moving Argw Þ b- 
ments to recommend to Others that Fitter Cup. which he himſelf ſoptentifal;$ 
ly drank of. Under this Humble and moſt Sorrowful Cong ition, that humane. 
Nature, Joaden with the moſt exquiſite Pain and Miſery, can ſuſtain, he gives 
the Finiſhing Stroke (tho' in a differeyr Senſe) to his Life, and Goſpel at 
once, and vequeaths this His Dying Legacy to the World, as the higheſt Ble(-* I! 
{ing he could leave it, and the moſt endearing pledge of his Love, in thij K' 
Patietical Ejaculation for his Imptacable Murderers ; Father forgive them 
for they know not What they do. | 

_ Theſe Words may be conſidered not only in particular, as a Deprecat-ry | 
Prayer of our bleſſed Lord, utter'd in his Cruckxion in behalf ot thoſe mali- 
cious Jews, who had now brought him to this ignominious and undeſerved, 
thy” meritorious Death, that God would forgive them this horrid Fact, as 
S'inning out of Ignorance; but muft be underftaod in his Example to contain 
and preſcribe a General Duty to the imitation of all his Diſciples, of Praying 
for their Enemies at all Times, and under all the moſt oppreſſive Circum- 
ſtances. Which great and ſublime Duty, as he firſt Preached it on the 
Mount, and now practis d it on the Crols, being the perfection of Chriftia- | 
nity, and the m>tt elevated Strain of Heroic Piety, fit to crown, ind con- 
clude the Life and Actions of the World's Rede:mer ; I ſhall from hence, 
endeavour.to ftate, explain, and enforce from all the moit weighty Motivez; 
and Arguments it is built upon. And, | | 


/ * 


J. Firſt, I ſhall ſhew wherein the Duty of Praying for our Enemies: con 
fiſts, as conſidered in it felf, together with what it antecedently implies,. and 
preſuppoſes. - | 85 + hb 
II. Secondly. I ſha'l endeavour to illuftrate it from the Exsmple of our 
Ble ſſed Saviour view d under all its fad Aggravations, and initruQtive Cip-, 
cumſtances. 3 | 

III. Thirdly. 1 ſhall ſettle its juſt Extent and Obligation, anſwering thoſe 
Obzections it may ſeem liable to, and prefcribing it within thoſe Limitations 
and keſiridtions it mult admit of. ; | N 

IV. Fourthly. 1 ſhall produce the Reaſors and Motives upon which this 
Duty is founded, with a particnlar View to that contained in the Jex. 


* 


But before I enter upon the Proſecution of this matter, it may be pre vi- 
oully requiſite to obſ.rve. 1 18 | , 

1. Why our Bleſſed Lord addreſſes himſelf to God in the Appellation 
of F cher. ? | : | & --7-4 r 
2, Why he prays to his Father for that which. ſeems to have been in his 
own Tower to have periormed, _ | 5 — 7 
I. And firſt, it is remarkable that this Appellation of Father ſeems, byy| _. 
the frequent bep*tition of it, in a}mo't all eur Saviour's Pra ers, to be tha | f 
which he chiefly delighted in; and may here he ſuppoſed to be more payti- 

cularly made uſe of upon a double Account. 1. In reſpect of his Divinity Jl 
becauſe as our Bleſſed Lord was the only begotten Son of God, now dar q 
\ him{elf upon the Croſs, as an Oblation and Sacrifice for the Sins of the who, 7 
World, he may ſtem to plead by Vertue of his Filiation, for the Etfhcacy|.- 
and Satisfaction of ti:at great Atonement he was now making even for his 

_ worſt Enemies; herein reconciling them, and all Mankind to God the Father, 

10 whom they had torteited that merciful and glorious Relation, by Rebellion 
and Apoſtacy, and to which they were now to be reſtored by that 17 44 
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Ale p· In which was to be*obrain'd through the Meri's cf his Plood ; and thus 
as Cod the Son, He addrifies Himſe lt to Gd the Fatier, 2 With Reſpect to 
His Humanity; as He was here the great Founder and Type of His Clurch, 


them not only to forgive each other their Offeuces, but in humble Imitation 


be taken for granted, that he is in pertect Charity with him himſelf ; that he 


another unto Gcd, to whom he is not reconcil'd himſelt? This is ſuch aboming 


recdneiling it nor only to God, but by this h leſſed Example of the moſt 
aſton ſning Charity, reconcileipg all irs Members one to and, there reaching 


of Himſelf, to become as it were Saviours (the? in a very inferior Senſe) ro 
one another, interceding ro God for their moſt implacal.le Enemies. From 
whence we may draw a clear Solution to the ſecond Obſervation ; namely, 

2. Why our Bleſſed Lord here prays to His Father for tha; which ſeem'd in 
his own Power to perform, to wit, that tho' he was very God, and had 
the Power of Remiſſion of Sins, as well upon the Crcf; «5 in other places, 
as he himſelf teſtify'd and practisd, and might freely, and from himſelt 
ſpontaneouſly have abſoly'd them. withont any farther Incerceſſion; yer as | 
he was now both Prie& and Sacrifice tro, it became him, having not as yer. 
perfected the great Work of our Redemption, not to pronounce Pardon in an 
Authoritative Manner, but by Way c. Petition, and Supplication, to imple re 
the Divine Mercy for kis Perſecutors. He did not (ſays St. Chriſoſtom) pray 
to the Father as if he could not himſelf abſolve them irom that great Tranſ- 
greſſion; but that he might inſtrutt us not on'y by Word, but alſo by Exams | 
ple, to pray for nur Perſecutors. Had he not deliver'd this charitable Inter- 
cefſion in. the midſt of his Agonies, the Jewiſh Spectators might have taken 
Occafion to revile his Doctrine. Thoſe ſworn and peſtilent Enemies of it, the 
Scribes end Phariſces, might have tetorted that Sharp Invective upon him; Do 
not after bs Works, fer this Man ſareth and doth not; He bind heavy Burdens, 
and grievous to he byyn, and lay?th them on Bens Shoulders, but be | | 
himſelf will not move than with me of His Fingers. He impoſes S. Matth. 
might they have faid, ſuch hard Injrn ions of Patience and Chari- xxiij. 3. 4. 
ty upon us, as are altogetler unrèaſenible end impracticabſe. But 
here wis an Appeal to the Senſes for the Ttuth of his Lo“, ine; here was an 
Argument that cven the Obftinate and Infidelity of a bigotted and wayward] 
7ew' could not withſtand, that ſtruck all his Adverſaries dumb, and left the 


| WW la without Excuſe, if rhev did not follow the great Pattern ſer befcre 


th<a, or ſhould rctuſe to do, aud ſuffer, what even the Son of +God did not 
diſdain to ſubmit to. 


Having thus cleared the Way to the Du:y contained in rhe Texts by premi- 
ſing theſe neceſſiry Obſervꝛtions; I proceed now, e 9 


: 


I. Firſt ta ſhow wherein the Dury of Praying for cur Enemies corfifts, as 
confider'd in it ſelt, together with what it antecedemtly implics and preſuppoſes 
Nou, before any Perſon can be ſoppus d ro pray at all for another, it muſſ 


has not only intire ly diſcarded all Refenrment of ary Injuries, and Wrongs 
Affronts, and 'Abules of all Kinds, that he may poſſibly have receiv*d from En 
if a State of Enmity, but alto fo clearly to have pur2'd his Soul of the whol 
Leiven of Malice, that the very Seeds and Prirciples cf Ranccur and R 
venge lie dead and vuricd within him. Otherwiſe, what a provoking Aﬀrent 
docs he himſelf offer to God, who dares thus hipocriticel'y. mack him wit 
bis Lip, when his Heart is thus far frim kim? Who comes with a Moutlf 
breathing forth the gentle Spirit of Charity and Forgiveneſs, and has nethin 
but Hatred and Venzearice raging in his Breaſt? Who pretends to recone1} 


bie Prevaficarion with our Omniſciert Maker, ati Searcher cf zur Hearts, thi 
is to be hop'd, Nothing profeffing the N me of a Chriviian, or that W 


(6) 
there is that God he pretends to invoke, can p>ſſibly be guilty of. But not 
only theſe real, inward Inſtances of our ſincere Charity are required to qualify 
us to intercede for our Enemy, but before we ean put up our Petitions to 
Heaven for him, we muft have exprefs'd it in all our outward Actions towards 
him here on Earth, and not think lazily to ſhift off our Duty on God, and 
to relieve our Adverſary with empty Words and Ejaculations, inſtead of actual 
Demonſtrations of our Kindneſ:, and Compaſſion: It is not ſuſſicient to re- 
quite his Curſes with Bleſſings, his Slanders with Complimenis, and his Re- 
proaches with Civility; but Do's he hunger; we muſt. feed him; Dos he 
thirſt ? we muſt give him drink; Is he naked? we muſt cloa!b him; Is he in 
Diſtreſs, Danger, or Difficulty ? we muſt affiſt, adviſe, ard reſcue him; And 
in a word, contribute to the utm'ft of our Power, to the Benefit or Ad. 
vantage of his Soul, and Body, Lite, Eſtate, Reputation, or Family. And 
this too, without Grudging as of Neceſſity, without infulring or upbraid- 
| ing his Errors or Misfortun:s, ap ſceing the leaſt Merit on our own chari- 
table Performances. Now, when a Man has thus generouſly acquitted himſelf 
| here Below, in all the real Offices of Love and Humanity to his Enemy, he 
may then, and not before, preſume to ſolicite his Cauſe in the Court Above; 
| where he is to preſeht him ugs the threefold Reſpect of a Sinner againſt 
| God, a Sinner againſt ourſelvEs, and as rcconcileable to both. And upon 
| theſe Accounts, we are oblig'd to pray, Fir/t, For his Pardon for all his actu- 
al, oc intended Injuries, with a Requeſt that oar Remiſſion may be accepted 
by God as a Means, cr Motive at leaſt to obtain his. S:condly, that God would 
| turn his Heart, take away his Prejudices, and reconcile him to us by his Spirit 
| of Love, Unity, and Concord. Thirdly, That chns beicg fully pardon'd by 
| God and Man, he may be bleſſed by both, in all Happineſs, Spiritual and 
Temporal. Theſe are the Antecedent Conditions requiſite to, and the Sub- 


{ perform'd, with ſuch Pious, heavenly, and endeat ing Diſpoſitions of Soul, can- 
not but be highly pleaſing to God, as moſt agreeable to his Bleſſed Nature, and 
that Wiſdgm of Meekneſs that cometh from Above, which 15 

S. Fam, iii. 17. pure, peac2able, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy 
: and good Fruits, without Partiality, and without Bypocriſy, 

| But this Duty will appear in its moſt Glorious Light; if we come, 


II. Secondly, To illuſtrate in from the Example of our Blefled Saviour, 
vic w'd under all its fad Aggravations, and inſtructive Circumſtances. 

Tho' the whole Life of our Bleſſed Lord, from his Birth in the Manger 
till his De«th upon the Creſs, was but one continued Demonſtration of his 
Doctrine of Patience under Injuries, and Love towards Enemies; yet ſince the 


and Diſaſters, conſiſting of ſuch Variety of Afflictions, as befell the moſt op- 
preſſed Innocence, labouring under the moſt exiream Hardſhips of Poverty, 
C iſgrace, and Perſecution ; I ſhall confine my Obſerva tions chiefly to the Hi- 


Rory of chis Day's Goſpel, that we may praftife the Precept of rhe Epiſtle, 
that this Mind may be ju uu, which was alſo in Chriſt 


: | 
Pil. ii. 3. 


— 


ſtance of this Duty of Praying for our Enemies, which if fo fully and truly 


Time would fail me to trace through all that Melancholy Series of Troubles 
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(7) 

ſhock)d Reafon, and con founded Humane Nature, had it not been ſupported 
by the Union af the Divine. And here let us contemplate the Bleſſed Jeſus 
in the three laſt diſconſolate and diſmal Scenes of h's Life. 

1. Under his Seizure on Mount Olivet. 

2. Under his Arraignment in tne Judgment-Ha l. 

3. Under his Execution on Mount Calvary. | 

And take along with us, in our Obſervations, his Tkreefold Character 
anſwering to theſe Three great Actions. 

1. That he was the greateſt Benefaftor to Mank.nd the World ever re- 
ceiy'd. . 

2. That he was the moſt innocent Perſon that ever was try'd, a'd yet 
condemned as a Malefactor. : 

23. That he was their King, Prieſt, and Prophet, the Meitiah, and only 
Son of God. | | 

T eſe contrarxies being ſet in Oppoſition to each other, will render his 
Divine Example more illuſtrious; it will make it ſhine out in its full Glory, 
on the Compariſon of the m oft Execr.ble Provocations of his Enemies on the 
One hand, and the no leſs Adora le Patience of Chriſt on the other. 

1. Behold, then, onr Blefſed Lord proftrate on the Mount, interceding 
with his Incenſed Father for the Redemption of the World; and with ſuch 
earneft Importunity,-with ſuch ſtrong Crying and Teaty, preſſing” his Re- 
queſts, that in this convulſive Agony and Pang of Devotion, his Soul is ſai 
to be exceeding ſorrowful even unto Death, to be ſurrouded with Grief,and 
caſt into ſuch violent Conſternation, as to open all the Pores of his Body, 
and to make it to Sweat great Drops of Blood falling down to the Ground. 
Whilſt be is thus Labouring for our Salvation, ſee Him betrayed by one of 
his own Diſciples into the Hands of thoſe ungrateful Jews, who had been 
fed with his Miracles, heal'd by his Touch, diſpoſſeſo d with his Voice, — 
inſtructed with his Doctrine; and againſt whom he might have commande 
down Legions of Angels to his Ne fcue and their Deſtruction. Yet, when 
he might have ſtruck them down by the Ma eſly of his look ( as St. J. 
fays) not to the Ground only, but into their very Graves, in- : 
ſtead of taking Vengeance on them, He ſalutes the very Traitar by c. xvilis 
the Name of a Friend, and works a Miracle to cure the wounded wir. 6. 
Ear of one of his Aſſaſſins. Well might he have ſaid, tor which of 
my good Deeds are ye come out with Swords and Staves, as againft a Thief, 
to take me ? | 

2, From the Mount, let us next attend him to the Judgment-Hall; whe e 
we find him Denied by One, Forſaken by all his Diſciples and left in the 
midſt of His moſt implacable Enemies, thirſting for that precious Blood they 
had ſo long conſpired againſt. After he is hurryed from Caiaphas to Pilate, 
from Pilate to Hero, and from Herd to Pilate again, he is at la} brought to 
a Mock-Tribunal of Juftice, arraigned as the worſt of Criminals, accus'd as 
a Tranſgreſſor of all Laws Humane and Divine, as a Preacher of edition 
and Treaſon, perverting with falſe Doctrine the People from their alle- 
giance to their Lawful Sovereign, denying Tribute to Cef r, having a De- 
ſign upon the Crown, ulurping Royal authority, and the Title of a bing, 
intending to overthrow their lemple and veligion, and being guilty ot the 
moſt execrable Blafphemy in aſſuming the Prerogatives of Cod; and, iu a 
word, rendered as black in all his Character, as the Envy and Virulence of 
his perjured Accuſers, or the Mal.ce of the Devil could repreſent Him. 
And at laſt, tho* not Convicted, he is Condemned, agaiaft thewWill, Confci- 
_ ence, nay Coufe ſſion of his Corrupted judge, and a >entence Extorteil ups 
on Him, to fatiſy the Outrage and Clamours of a Vad Sanhedrim. 


| E | 

3. Come We now to the concluding Scene of this Aſtoniſhing Tragedy. 
After the Preference of à moſt Notorious Robber before Him, and the 
Shame and 1:znominy wherewith they had vex'd his Righteous Soul; the 
Tortures they inflifted on his tender Body, were no leſs full of Pain and 
Dilgrace. After the Ploughers bad p/oughed on his Back, and furrow'd t with 
thoſe El Se, by Hi we are healed 5, Behold him array'd in the Mock- 
Majeſty of a King z his Sacred Temples crown d with a ſharp Diadem of 
"Thorns. his Hand id with a Reed for a Ludicrous Scepter, his Pody in 
Ridicule cover'd wich an lmp-rial Robe, his Face ſpit upon whili the Knee 
3s bow'd to Him, and his Holy Head bruis'd with the Euſigns of his Own 
Dominion. This was only preparing and dreſſing the Sac ifice for the Altar; 
Ta. 53. 7. where La“ the Innocent Victim 1s now Laid, Oppreſſed, 
ffliged, Dleeding, Dying! Ze i, kr wght as 4 Lamb to ike 

Slaughter, and as a Sheep before ter Sreares is Du vb, ſo ke opencth n 1 bis 
Mouth. Let us with the Eyes of Faith contemplate here te Redeemer of 
the Wor'd ſtretched out on the Cros, and Hanging upon Wounds be- 
\wixt Thieves, having all his Senſes exe. cis'd with the moſt exquiſite Tor- 
ments, His Head pierced with Thorns, His Hands and Feet with Nails, 


His Sides with a Spear, His Mouts fill'd with Gall and Vin. gar, His Ears 


with Taun's and Reprizches on His Divinity, and His Eyes with the Inſo- 
lence, Contempt, and Derifion oi hs Perſecutors; And above all theſe the 
Unknown, Ine x;refiible, nay, Inconceivable Sufferings of His Soul. Sure: 
iy in the midſt of ſuch Pain and Miſery, Human Nature might be allow'd 
a little to murmur and complain, and vent its Paſhon and Reſentment upon 
ſuch irhuman and cruel Enemieb. YerHe openeth not His Mouth unlels ic 
be in Hleſſings, and in this Compaſſunate Pra er for Their Pardon, Father, 
Forgive Them, for They now nxt what They do. Thus fulfilling that re- 
markable Prophecy of Him, H- bath pour d out His S$ ou unto 
Iſa. 53. 12, Dez, and He was numb ed with ihe [ranſgreſſors, and he ba'e 
rie Sin of Many, and made Int.rceffim for the Tranſgr. ſſors. 
Now, cen we without Concern hear theſe laſt Words, and remember the 
exceediig, eat Lore of our Maſter and only Saviour jeſus Chriſt thus dying 
for s, ail the inypmerable Benefits which, by His Precious Blood-ſhedding, 


He hath oÞtain'd to us and not reflect that thoſe Things are written for 


our inf rut ion, chat the ſame Mind ſhould be in us that was in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that we ate to take up our Croſs, and follow our Crucified Redeemer in this 
glorious Example of Charity; that we fhonld do as he has done to us; 
that with the [ame Patience and 1ong-ſuffering, the ſame Calmneſs and se- 

2 the ſame Meckneſs and Pity, the ſame Love and exten- 
El. 12. 2. five Nene volence We ſhould treat Our moſt inveterate Adver- 


fares? Looking unto the Bleſſed Jeſus the Author and Finiſher. 


of our taith, who, for the {oy that was (et before him, endured the Crols, 

deſpiſing the : hame, and is ſet down at the Right Hand of the Throue of 
God, who, as He was 1Cecncil'd to us when we were Enemies unto Him, 
ſo are we bound to cou ſider Him who endur d ſuch Conttadiction of Sinners 
2eainſt Himſelf, that we be not wearied, and faint in our 

1 Tel. 2. 21. Minds in the Practice of this difficult and excellant Duty. 
6). For even hereunto ate we calld, becauſe alſo Chrift ſuffered 
for us, leaving us an Example, that we ſhould follow His Stepts; who did no 
Sn, neither was Guile found in his Mouth 3 Who when Be was reviled, re- 


vilen not again; when he ſuffer'd, tie threatned not, but committed Himſelf 


to him that zudgeth righteoufly, His Soul expiring in Prayer ſor his Enemies. 
Alter ſuch a moving Example, fv full of all che Force of. Feaſon and 
klcqu-nce, v:libly letting forth the Nature in the Practice of this Duty» 
| 3 n in 
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b in every Particular, under ſuch, lorrid Circumftances and Aggravations, a* 
; can ſcarce be the Lot of any other Perſon beſides the Son of God; canthere 
remain the leaſt Shadow of an Objection to deter vs. from the hun ble Imi- 

tation of it. as far as the, common Conditions of our Lives may require? 

It may, poſſibly be pleaded, in Excuſe, That Jeſus Chriſt being the Son of 

God, and endowed. with all the. Powers of the Divinity; ard having all the 


— "0 


' Graces, of the Holy Ghoſt dwelling ia Him, with the Fulneſs of the G1dbead 
| _ Bodily,.,was t hereby enablid to riſe to the utmoſt pitch of this Heroic Duty; 
0 but that meer Man, Fleſh. and Blood, with all its Infirmities à out it, can- 
: not come up to this, perfelf Man, thi Meaſure of, the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Cbriſt. It muſt indeed be confeſs d, that this is a Duty of ſuch an exalted 
g Strain, as cannot eaſily be attain'd to without much Reluftance of Humaue 
4 Nature in its corrupted. Stage ; that it will require the utmoſt Efforts of Rea» 
1 ſon, aſſiſted with great Degrees and Snccours of the Divine Grace, to raiſe 
K the Soul to this Diipaſhonate, Mortify'd and Selſ-denying |! emper, which 
bs nothing but an habitual Application to God in continual Prayer, can accom- 
5 pliſh But however, we muſt alſo rememder, that our Savionr, as Man, 
; was ſurrounded with all the 1» fir-mitries of our Nature, Sin only cxcepi1d;, that 
6 He had a much quicker Senſe of Sufferings, of Shame, Vain, and a Viftiors, 
* than we poſſibly can lav*. So that, tho? we cannot preſume to arrive at that 
5 Perfection of Livine Grace and Charity he did; vec chat every good Chri- 
8 ſt ian, who ſincerely endeavours to follow his unpara lel'd Exam ple, ſhall be 
4 enabl'd te do what is acceptable to God through Him, towards it; and that 
= the Bleſled Spirit v ho never fails to hear, and aſſiſt dur Devotions under all 
"= Difficulties, will not be wanting in this preſhg one, is moſt indifputably 
1 certain. But becauſe we are apt to lay hold on any E-; cuſes to ſhift off our 
0 Duty, az well as to miſtake in our riglit Apprehenſions of it, I proceed to 
vel my third general Head ; namely, 
* III. To ſettle its Juſt Extent and Obligations, and to anſwer thoſe Ob- 
| | tions it may ſeem liable to, and to preſcribe ic within thole Limitatiois 
91 a. d Reftriftions ic muſt admit of. Leis is 4 bard-ſavi-g, who can bear t; 
ig las the Man of Honour, that meaſures his Duty by his Sword, and had ra- 
1 . ther ſacrifice his Soul than his Revenge. If this is our indiſpenſable Duty, 
Of _ FF uch fooliſh Clemency, fy they, will but encourage the Malice of our E- 
3 nemies, and lay ourſzlves open and unguarded to their Alſtults. Beides 
hi : that, it ſeems te intrench upon, or ſuperſede the Fuadamenta! Liw of Na-: 
ED ture, Seif. preſervation; and to betray out Perſons, Right:, and Prop rtie 
80 | to the Abuſe, Violence, or Uſurpation of any Bold or Impious Invaders 
o Such Mercy and Impuaity ſeems cuntradictory bath io 1 a» and Nile, by 
er⸗ Suppoſiug Courts of Judicature Unneceſſty, if not /lirg al in cheir U e, aud 
90 lo deprives us of the Aſſiſtance of juſtice, and not oaly tends co the Luls of 
3 Private Perſons, but to che Diſadvantage of the Prvlick. Either we Cot 
: of not right ourletves in the Proſecution of an Enemy, or this Duty ſrems in- 
os” confiftent with it, that we ſhou!d hypocritically pretend £2 prey for the Par- 
e daa of him againſt whom we ate actually engag'd. In anf er te this, is 
Zur ſufficient to (ay, Thit Chriſti, Co2rity does not in the lcaſt deba, us from 
ty any of the Juſt Privileges ot Humane Nature, neither does it forbid us, 45 
ed | Men, to uſt any Mechods of L.mful Defence, to guard aad ſecure our 
in 3 Lives, Liberties and E:tates ſrom Danger, K. pine, and Opyrc ion; That 
8 IT 18 doc oaly conſiſtent with, but eftanlithes the Rules of Jultic2, Equity, 
aer ped Law. Which will fully and evidgutly appear, if we care ully 
=4j oningu:th berwixt Adr of Priv. te Revenge, and Aﬀs of® Puvtick Fa- 
A ftice. the ſormer of which are utce ly repugnant to ali Rligion, and 
ty, Parcicalariy to this Duty of praying +4 our EA inis, far it y.yuid zur pre? 
| | | cry 
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rey prayers ita ſin, (as 1 have ſhew'd before) but with the Lüner it is high- 


ly Reconcileable. To make this Matter clear, we muſt conſider our Ene- 
mics under a double Regard. 


1. As they relate to us in particular. 
2. As they relate to the publ.ch, the Church, or State. | 
1. As they relate to us in Particular, we muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt one E- 


nemy's perſun and his Actions. The One is inviolable, and we are obiig/d not 


only to treat it without Anger and Paſſion, ſo as, if poſſible, to win and re- 
claim him by Kindneſs and Cond: ſcenfion, but always to pray for him, under 
the very worft Condition of Hoſtility. And this we may do, and yet en- 
deavour to redreſs the Other by all Legal Means, without Hatred or Re- 
venge, with a Forgiving end Placable Temper, not fo much to gratify our 
cwa Splen, as to re pur the Injury with the leaft Inconvenience we can to 
our AGV*r ary, and to receive his Wrongs and Abuſes, rather with Fity and 
Compaſſior, than Reſentment and Indignation. Thus far our Religion o- 
bliges us to go, to labour with God ard M.n for the Converſion of our E- 
nemiesz and, as mech as lieth in us, to live peaceably with all Men, 

But ſome, out of a miftaken Notion of C tian Charity, would carry this 
fublim: Duty to a Pitch, that neither Reaſow nor Religion juftifies, and 
which, indeed, is ſo far from both, as to be utterly inconſiſtent with ccm- 
mon ſenſe and prudence ;, I mean, chat wretched Folly and < redulity of Truſt- 
wg on; En:mics, an Act of Favour due onlv, under that Supreme Being 
we are always to confide in, to our very beſt and moſt api roved Friends) as 
if we couid thew our R:conciliation by noching but hazaiding our Ruin, and 
our only way to demonſtrate our Love tu cur Encmics were in an utter 
Hazard 10 ourſeltes. This my ind ed proc ed from the Inocency of the 
HVove, but cert.inly is without the Cuſtom and ſom of the Serp nt. Hear 

the Son of Sirach ſpea king from the Hiſte ry, and Experience of the World. 
Never 1 uft thine enen (ſays he) for like as won ruſt th, ſ% is bis W ickedn(ſs. 
Thoug br , umbie kimſelf and go ccuchirg, yet take ; ood Leed, and beware of 
tim ;, an4th uſhalr br unt bim, as ij then þ24f wiped à lobi g. gloſs, and thou 
Jil. kno « that bis 74ſt rach not hren al-ogethe- wiped away z, ſer him not by iber, 
leſt when fe hath overthrown thee, he ſtand up in thy Place: Neither let bh 


fur 21 thy right band, leſt be [cek to take thy Scat, and ibu at the laſt remember, 


my words, and be picked threwich, An Em; jpeaketh ſueeil with bss Lips, 

Lu: in bs tt be img ctb kew io thr w thee int6 a Pit; be wiu weep wi 
bis Eyes, but if be find Opporuity, h wil i not he ſatisfied with Blob. If 
Aiverſity come pon 110 thee, thou ſhalt find im there firſt ; and tio be pre- 

tend to ſelh tte, yer\fi; 1! be undermine thi, He mill ſhał bis bead, clap is 
{ ands, and uliſper mic), aid c:ange bis Count:rance, Ecclul. xii. 10, Cc. No 
Religion ſurely obliges us to <(xpoſ.s ourſelves te our Enemies; we may pray 
for them wit hour putting our Lives and Fortunes into thoſe Hands, which, 
perhaps, want oni) en Opportunity to thruft a Dagger into our Heart. 
We may beg ere for them from God, without laying ourielves at their 
Mercy; which gcnerally will be found to be Cruel. 


2. Secondly, we are to conſiqer cur Enemies, as they relate to „/e pul- 


lick; the Church or Sale. With Regard 10 wh.ch it way be affcrted 
as an undoubted Maxim, that this Chriftian Charity does by no 
means interfere with, or extend itſelf to the D'ſadvantage of putlick 
Juſtic, or any way oblige Magiſtrates, or Verſus in Aurburn), to 
forgive Crimmna's, or pal» by Offences that wo ate tle | C carmen 
ice, or break in upon the Laws of Societies, and Cer ard | ublick 
Reſtiaint ard CorrecGion. Jo thele, 2s Freperly tle in mediate 
Y.c--Gerents of God Himſelf, Fir grance edlirguby and they 1 7 
5 : wy - s , ww 
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Sword in vain, it chey Neglect their Duty, and Betray their Truſt and ſuriſ- 
diction in a cowardly Connivanze at, or Impunity of ſuch Malef..ors, as are 
a Reproach to the N.ction, Where Religion, or Government is Afiiul ed by TI 
Principles, or Rebellious Pradtices, *cis the Miniſters and Magiſtrates Duty to 
ſtand up and ferc: againſt Both; and pronounce, and execute Wrath againſt | 
them; and *cis no lefs the Duty of every private Subject to aſſiſt chem with 
their Pray:rs, and to implore Juſtice upon ſuch Enemies of God and our Cun- 


ty. Aud tho?, at the ſame time, we pray for their Converſion, as well as De- 


tectin, we muſt remember we are bound by a Supericr Rule of Charity, and 
Duty to the C uſtitation, of which we are Members, to beſcech God, in the 
Excellent Words of our Church, to Abate their Pride, Aſſwage thety Malice, 


and C)rfourd their Devices ; ſtill Confining our Defires' to the General Gad, 


without any ſecret or bye Reſpect to ourſelves, and, as much as we can, Di- 
ſtinguiſhing their Malice ſrom their Perſons; which if they will not take Care 
to ſeparate likewiſe themielves, we muſt leave them to the Diſpoſal of Divine 
Providerce, and the Determinations of Humane Juſtice. 

To prececd, To avoid farther Miſtakes in chis Matter, we are not to 
ſtrain this Rule of Chirity to our Enemies, ſo far as to exclnde theſe follows 
ing Limitations ; in all which Caſes, I take it not only to be /awfyl, bur 
even an Act of the moſt Religious Charity to pray to God to cl cur Enemies 
to Account, if nothing elſe will convert them. 

1. That by this Means they may be brought to Shame, and a due Scnſe ot 
their Crimes, and cempelb'd to acknowledge and repent of their F.vlts, as 
David prays, Fll their Faces with ſhame, that tien may feckh thy Name, 0 
Lord, Vial, Ixxxiii. 16. | 

2. That our own Innocence, which has been weunded by utjuit Sanders, 
may be clea1*d and vindicated to the World. 

3. That the Soul of the injurious Perſon may be ſav'd and reſtor'd by 
the -Sufferings of the Body, ard by a Temporal Puniſhment he may be 
brought to avoid an Eternal One; leſt if he be ſuffei'd ro po on without 
Controul in the Career of his Sins, he may fill up the Meaſure of them, and 


ſo end in a final Obduration and Impenitency. 


4. Fo prevent and avoid Scandal; for which End Excommunications and 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures are inflicted, to deliver ſuch an one to Stan for the 
Deſtruction of the I leſt, that the Spirit may be ſav in the Day of the Lord Je- 
Jus, as che Apoſile ſays, 1 Cr. v. 5. Under which Sentence if our Ene- 
my juſtly lies, obſtinately Deſpiſing and Defying the Authority and Admo- 
nition of the Church, he ſhuts himſelf out of irs Pale, cuts himfelt cf 
from the Body of Chriſt, ond becomes unto us an Heathen Man und a Publi- 
can. For ſuch à deſperate proſerib'd Apoſtate we may inleed mourn as 
David did for Saul; but whether this is not a Ei! unto Drath, which not 
only forfeſts, but evacuates our Prayers, may be doubted : And therefore, 
as St. John ſays, I do not ſay that we ſhould pray for it, 1. Epiſt. v. 15, Our be- 
ticions may be vain and fruitleſs, as God ſays to the Prophet Jeremy; Pray 
not thou fr this Pe e, neither lift up C nor Prayer for them, neither make In- 
terceſſian to me, for I will nt hear thee, vii. 6. However if this is an Error, 


tis an Ecror on the ſide of Charity to pray for ſuch Self condemned Aiſcre- 


ante; that it poſſih/e they may be ſav'd by ſome Temporal Viſitation on 
them in this Life, , ©. © EEO | e e N 

Under theſe Limications and Reſtrictions, I ſuppoſe it not only conſiſtent 
with, but to be a very kind Af of Charity ro our Enemies to beſcech'Ged, by 
the Mer'1ods of his Pe >vidence, for ſuch good Ends, to bring them to Repeurance. 
But ia reſpect of our own rj vute Revenue, we ought not in any Cale what- 
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ſoever to pray God to viſit their Offences ; but like qur Saviour in the Text, 
to pray that they may be blotted out of his Book of Remembrance; that they 
may never riſe in Judgment againſt them here, or Condemnation of them 
hereafter. 8 | 

Nov, to all that has been ſaid it may yet be ot.jeQed, that this praying for 
our Enemies ſhows indeed a very meek, merciful, and good-nacni*d Diſpoſicicn, 
and may look very well in a Chriſtian Character; but that we have the Ex- 
amples of very Great, and allowedly Good Men, to the direct concrary, and 
that not only under the Lega, but the Goſpel OEconomy allo, Moſes, the 
meekeſt Man on Earth was fo highly provok'd by the ſacrilegious Uſurpation 
and Schiſm of Corah, Dathan, and Abir:m, that he utte'd fuch an Impreca- 
tion agzinſt them as ſent them down quick into Hell, and made them the moſt 
dreadtul Kxamples to all Poſteriry of the Heinouſneſs of their Sins. David, 
rhe Man after God's own Heart, the moſt mild and gracious Prince thar ever 
had then Reign'd, has left us the moſt bitter Catalogue of Curſes on his E- 
nemies in ſeveral of the Pſalms, and particularly cie 6gth and rogrh, that 
rhe moft ingenious Revenge could invent. Did not Ffijai*s Prayer bring 
down Fire from Heaven to avenge, inftead of Meg to forgive, his Enemies? 
Ani did not Eliſhæ fend Vd Bears, inſtead of B eſſings, to his Mockers ? 
Does not the Angel of the Lord himſeli not only Curſe, but give an expreſs 
Warrant te ethers to Curſe tbe Inhabirants (f Neroz? Aud are not the Wri- 
ting of the Prophets tull of ſuch dire Imprications againſt the Enemies 
ot God ard Religion ? Bur however theſe unchatitable Maladictions mix he 
perhaps be thoug#r ro comport well enough with the State of the Fewiſh 
Jam, wherein God Almighty condeſcended to permit many Things tor the 
Hardneſs ot there Hearts; yet this would not be allow'd under the Purity of 
the Evangelical Diſpenſasion. Let. us hear therefore whar that ſays. Why ſays 
cur Bleſſed Saviour, Bleſs th:ſe that cirſe you, and pray for thoſe that deſpitefully 
vſe uu, and perſecu;e you, Ad yet how many Woes and Execrations did He 
proaource againſt the Scribes and Pharijees ? St. Paul ſays, Being reviPd, we 


bleſs , being perſecuted, we juffey it, Yet does not the ſame Apoſtle ſtrikke 


the Sorcerer Elmas with B indneſs? And dees he not fay, I would they 
were even cut off that trouble you ; Gal. v. 12. and Alexander the Copper- 
ſmith did me much Evil, the Lord reward him according to his Works ; 2 Tim. iv. 
14. And did he nor deliver over the Inceſti 01s Perſon, and Hymenens, and 
Priletus, to Saran for their Blaſphemy ? St. Peter commands us Tot to render 


Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but contrarywiſe Bleſſing ; 1 Pet. iii. 9. 


and yer we know rhe ſame Apoſtle ſtruck Ananias and Satpbira dead upon the 
Spot for a Lye, and curs'd Simen Magus to periſh with his mercena- 
Ty Offering. Are not row theſe Examples of ſuch great Heroes in Religion 
ſuſſicient co cancel this Duty of Prayiug for our Enemies, if not to ju 
the contrary Practice? ; 
This very plauſible Objection, which 1 have ſtared in its ſull Length, 
that it may loſe none of its Force, will vaniſh into nothing, 11 we confi- 
der that theſe were all Prophets or Irſpirea Perſons ; ard having the Gift of 
Diſcerning Sririts, and the Vice-Gerency of God lodg'd in them, they were 


cemmiſſin'd to denounce the Divine Judgmerrs and Curſes againſt the 


Enemies of God and Religion, and ſuch Offenders, as they knew to be 
' Impenirent, * Moft of which alſo were pronounc'd as Pro- 


IVa. Ixix. and phecies, and Predidions in the Future Tenſe,” as the Hebrew 
cix. apply d to cxprefles them, hot as Prayers in the Optative, which s only. 
Judas, 4s i, rendred by that Tenſe, and fo. often contounded and miſtaken 


1 »y Ttanſlators for it. And till we can produce ſuch imme - 
diate Authority and Commiſſion from God, as theſe Holy _ 


2 


ity 


(13) 
had by Inſpiration, their Examples are no ways.fuited to our Imitation. 
or ſufficient to juſtify any Pate Ret enge. And the ſame. Rebuke that) 
our Saviour gave to his Diſciples,. tho* expreſſing their Zeal in their. Ma- 
ſter's Quarrel, applying Elijabs Example againſt the Iubeſpitable Samaxi 
tans, may be a very ſatisfattery anſwer. to us, Te hrrow not whas rmanner 
Spirit ye are of ; Tor the Son of Man came nct ta deſiroy. Nan Lives, but. ia 
ſave them, Luke g. 55. - 3 

Having now ſhown the full. Extent and Obligations of this Duty, and, 
anſwer'd thoſe Objections it may ſeem liable to, and preſcrib;diit within; 
thoſe Limitatiens it muſt admit of; I proceed | — 


IV. Fourthiy, To produce the Reaſons and XativesMpon which, this Du- 
ty of Praying for our Enemies is founded, with a particular, View to that. 
contain'd In the Text, Hr they kuh not mat they do. 1 

The betraying and murdering our Bleſſed Saviour was without Diſpute, 
the moſt tranſcendently wicked Action that ever was, or can be committeed 
by Mortal Man. And yet when St. Peter comes to expoſtulate this Mats: 
ter with the ewe, and to aggravate it with its horrible Circumftances, . 
as that They deliver'd Him in the Preſence of Pilate, when be was. deter mun'd* 
to let Him go, but they denied ite Holy one and the Fuſt, and defir d a Munde 
rer to be granted unto then, and killed the Prince of Life: Acts 3. 133. Cc. 
Yet he adds this remarkable Extenuation of ſo great a Sin, as if he 
pointed on this very Prayer of aur Bleſſed Saviour, Now Bretbren. I was, | 
that through Ignorance ye did it, as dad alſo your Rulers, Ver. 17. And a- 
greeable to this St. Paul ſays, For they. that dmelt at Jeruſalem, and thein 
Rulers becauſe they knew Him not, nor yet the Voices of the Prophets which) are. 
read every Sabbath-Day, they have fulfilled them in Condemmarg Him, 

13. 27. And again, We ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a. Myſtery which none of 
the Princes of this World knew; for had they known it, they would not have Crus 
cified the Lordof Glory, 1 Cor. 2. 8, Oc. Not that we muſt here under- 
ftand the Apoſtle, as if this Ignorance wholly excus'd att of them from 
their Sin; for a moſt damnable Sin it ſtill remain'd, and therefore the 
are exhorted to Repent of it, and be converted, that their Sins might be blatte 
out, Acts 3. 19, For this Ignorance of the Perſon af the Aueſſiah was not 
in ſome Juvincible, but groſly Wilful and AﬀeRed, in that they obftigately 
ſhut their Ears to the Scriptures read continually in their Synagogves, 
wherein He was ſo graphically deſcrib'd in all the particular Circumy 
ſtances of his Birth, Life, Death, and Doctrine, aud alſo ſhut their Eos 
to the Conviction of all thoſe miraculous Signs and Wonders that He 
wroughtz which left them inexcuſable in not apprebending Him ib be 
tbe Chrift, from ſuch palpable Arguments and plain Predictiens fulfill'd in 
the minuteſt Tittles in Him. But in others who had not the Afiſtances = 
of. Learning and Education, the ftrong Prejudices they lay under, the 
Divine Infatuation that was upon ſome, the groſs Blindneſs with which 
almoſt the whole Jewiſh Nation was firuck at this Time, together with 
the overbearing Clamours and Rage of the incens'd People, driving for- 
ward the Perpetration of this horrid Sin, ſo lefſen'd and qualify'd its Guilt 
in the Sight of God, as to render them the 0bje& of bis Merm, and the 
Subject of our Saviour's Graciors Interceſſion; Faiker furgive ibem, for 
they knbw not what they do. : | e 
To apply this Argument to ourſelves by way of Accommodst on. All the 
Calamities, Aﬀronts, and Sufferings, that the Bei of Men can receive from 
the Worſt of Enemies, can never be pre ſumꝰ d to come into the Balasce, r 
ſtand in Competion with the leaſt of cheſe that pur Bleſſed Reet un- 
. FWF "of 1323 4444 ++ +» -- QGexwoakt, 
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derwent. Now, if the Ignorance of the Jews could be pleaded in their 


Behalf, and alledg'd as a Motive before God, for the Pardon of ſuch un- 
parallel'd Impieties; how much more Reaſon have we, poor Mortals 
uot to inſiſt upon our Reſentments, but to be reconcil'd to each other, 
and to intercede with God for the Forgiveneſs of thoſe Petty and Raſh, 
Offences which we daily commit one againſt another, through that Igno- 
rance which All, even the Wiſeſt of us, are liable to, through Paſhon, 
or Prejudice, or Inadvertencs, or any other Frailty or Infirmity of our 
Nature? To one of which Cauſes, that Charity that beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, will he ever incli- 
nable to impuce the little Strife, Variance, and Enmity we meet with 
in the World, If we can once perſuade ourſelyes to believe that our Ad. 
verſaries don't Offend out of malicious Wickedneſs; the Sting ot the In- 
jury is p:uck'd out, and no Wound can be made upon ſuch an Invulne- 
rable Temper, which is reſolv'd to put the beſt Conſtruction upon all 
Accidents that can befall it. Inftead of raiſing Gall and Bitterneſs, it 
Provokes unto Love, and to nod Works, and gives the good Man an Occaſi- 
on only of exerting his Tenderneſs and Compaſhon. Thus he repreſents 
Things under the beſt Colours they can bear, and makes favaurable Allow - 
ances for all Caſualties, and unfortunate Incidents, that may work up a 
Quarrel where it was never intended. And generally ſpeaking,the Experi- 
ence of the World convinces us, that our Enemy, who is the main Butt of 
our Spight and Revenge, does not the leaſt deſerve it in himſelf; being 


often only in the Engine of other Mens Malice, acted by Incendiaries who 


ſtand behind the Curtain,and blow up thoſe Flames, purely to make their 

own Advantages of them. For Enmities only ceaſe when the differing Par- 

ties come to underftand one another; and if they will hearken to Reaſon, 
a Treaty of Peace is the natural Conſequence of it. How often does it hap- 
pen, that Lies and Slanders,inyented and carried from one Side to another, 
and propagated with Deſign to ſet Men into Feuds and Animoſites,by miſ- 
repreſenting their Charatters, and rendring them odious, (eſpecially a- 
mongft Perſons of oppoſite Parties or Riligions)have entirely been defeat- 
ed upon due Exemination, and afterwards prov'd the ſolid Foundation of 
Friendſhip? Theſe muſt neceſſarily be the happy Effects of Calmaeſs and 
Deliberation; but if Men are reſolv'd, right or wrong without any Heed to 
Truth or Juſtice, raſhly to begin and a on Quarrels,and never conſider 
the Grounds or Conſequences o* ſuch unadvis'd and precipitate Actions; we 
are to conſider that we are unfortunately engag'd with Madmen, that, in 
the very literal Senſe of the Words, know not what they do; like Drunkards 
in a Rencounter, they fight in the Dark, and are for doing Miſchief they 


know not why, end ſtabbing the next Man they meet, for the Crime of be- 


ing ſober, and in his Wits. A wiſe and goed Man would have nothing ts 
do with ſuch Enemies, if he could help it; but if it chances to be his un- 
happy Lot, he would rather conſider them as the Objects of his utmoſt Pi- 
ty and Compaſhon,as Demonizcks,and Lunaticks,who challenge our Prayars 
(and not our Reſentments) that God would reſtore them to their Senſes,and' 
to 4 right Mind. Beſides that it very ſeldom fails but that ſuch Men do 


their own Buſineſs, by purfuing their own frantick and wild Mea ſures ; 
and work out their own Ruin in the Proſecution of their Adverſaries'; and 
like the Few, crucify themſelves in crucifying Chriſt. It this happens, and” 

they fall into Piſtreſs, they ace the Objects ot our Commiſeration, and we 


ought not to inſult them on their Fall; but if they are ſucceſsful in their 


Power, the worſt Caſe for them of the cwo, they may probably never come 


to a Senſe of their Errors, but go on ant die in Impeuitence, an! s th 
3 5 | _,- * deman 


— GC — — 


19 
demand our Prayers and Interoeſſions to Gcd in their Bebalf; Fatber forgide 
th.m, for they in not what they do, Thus, it we take /gnorance in the 
general Import of the Word, as it denotes, either our not underſtanding, 
not attending to, or not applying the Knowledge we have of our Duty to 
God, our Neighbour, and ourſelves z it way juftly. be reckon'd the chief 
Source of the Envy, Hatred, and Enmity we find in the World, 

Now having done with tic particulay Caſe of the Jews, as far as we can 
apply it to ourſelves, I come next in general to conſider the Reaſons of this 
Duty. For tho' our Saviour, in the Text, prays for his Enemies upon a 
Suppoſition of their Jgnorance ; it not being to bg imagin'd that ſo atrocious 
a Crime would pe patdon'd upon any other Plea z yet this is not to be pre · 


 ſum'd as the Only Caſe in which His Followers, accordir g to His own Do» 


ctrine, are to perform tte ſame Duty, but they are to pray allo for their 
Enemies, even when they lxem what th:y do; when no ſuch Plea as that of 
Ignorance can be urg'd in their Behalf. For our Lord, in his firft Precept 
of this Kind, delivers Himſelf in general Terms, without Limitation, or 
Reſerve, Pray f r them that deſpitefully uſe you and ferſecute you. I ſhall 


therefore proceed to conſider this Duty of praying for our Enemies under the 
triple Regard it bears. 7 


1. 10 God and Religion. 
2. To our Enemies. And, 
3. To ourſelves. | 


1. As to the Regard it bears to God and Religion. Among the many 


Reaſons that may be brought from this Topick, 1 ſhall ſelect only three, 
The brſt is a very coged one, produc'd by our Saviour Himſelf on the In- 


junction of this Duty; namely, That it is the higheſt Imitation cf the Divine 
Nat ure that mortal Man can attain 10, and therefore the moſt gloricus perfecti- 
on of 4 Chriſſ ian. Pray for thoſe (ſays Chrift) that deſpitefully uſe cu a 
perſecute you, t/ at » u nigy be the Children of your Father which is in Hea- 
ven; For be malah bis Sun to riſe on the Evil end on the Good, and ſcndetb 
Rain on the Juſt and the Urjuſt. For if you love them which iore 3, rwkat 
Reward bave you ? Do not even Publicans the ſame? And if cu ſalute your 
Bretben only, what do 3e more than other ? Do not even the Publicans ſo? Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaten is 

perfect; Mat. v. 44, Ce. Or as St. Luke varies it, Tour vi. 35. 
Kew rd ſhall. be great, and je ſhall be the Children of th: Higheſt; 

for He is kind unto the Untbankfu', and to the Evil. Be ye therefore merciful, 
as your F ather alſo is merciful, As if this ſuparlativo Degree ot Divine Be- 
n'gnity and Goodnels rendred us the moſt expreſs Image of God Kimſelf, 
who diſpences,the common Temporal Bleſſings of his gracious Providence 
with an univerſal Philanthropy, and Liberality, without Difſtingyon, even 


to his moſt wicked, ungrateful, and provoking Encmies. This is there- 


fore a Godlike Vertue, zdvances our Souls to the higheſt Dignity of whicu 
they are capable, and makes chem fit for the Beatifick Viſion, by tranſ- 


forming them iato the Similitude of the Divine Glory. In ibis ſhall we 


lin God, and in this Lilen:(s (hall we be compared* unto bim, Iſa. xi. 18. 
For 11 Love be the fulfilling of ite Law, this is certainly the meſt 
complete fulfilling of Love, and the brighgcft Reſemblance of that bleſſed 


Being, who is Love itſelf, and who ſcems to delight himſelf ia that 


amiable, that adorable (and if I may be allow'd ſo to ſpeak) darling At- 
tribute of His Mercy, I ſhall doſe this Point in the 
eloquent Words of one of the greateſt and moſt learned \ The Reworend 


| Writers of our Church, on this Subject. When I Or South. 
. - Pray as heaitily for my Enemy, as I do for my el. f- 144. 


Pally 


— 


— 
_= 


8 aw — 60 _ 


— — 


1 a — —Ü˙¹ð m. — IS 


— — 


1 


(16) 
*Paity'Bretd;; when 1 ſtrrve with Prayers and Tears to make God his 


miniſtrations of ig ace priain'd for gog tand prud sat Eads, and, if rightly 
| applied, 
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. pplie 
2 Friend, "who *him(e{f will not be mine; when 1 geckon his Felicity a- I Act 
N mougſt my on Neceſſities; furely this is ſuch 4 Love, as, in a literal the f 
Sonic, maybe aid to reach up to Heaven: To which Words of this ex- ſecond 
uiſite Divine and Orator I will preſume to add, could only come down - and, 
from Heaven alſo, Which fuggeſts a:ſecpnd Reaſon this Duty is ground- | wake 
3 9 | 3 9 et Good 
2. That it is the Peculiar Charafteriftirk and Diſtinguiſhing Badge of the conci 
Chrifian Profeſſion,” above all other Religions in the . is l e cafy | 
whe none but a Chriſtian can ſay, and is the practice of that New Com- nd t 
"Mezidmnt,” by which our Saviour would have His Diſcip!es known, and diſ- Sorre 
eximinated among Men. it is ſo obſcurely deducible from the Law of Na- ſerv* 
"ve, corrupted as it is, that the wiſeſt Moraliſts among the Heathens could Temp 
never raiſe'Vertue to ſuch a PitcM 5 To be aveng'd on our Enemies, was in the g 
"ths = of thoſe two great Gentile Sages, Ariſtotle and Tull, not only ſor t 
ant ef Fuſtice, but the commendable Property of an Heroic and Valian Judg 
Spirit; and Mabomet, in that bloody Syſtem of Cruelty, Lewdneſs, and Ene 
"Blatſphemy,' his Alchoran, makes it the neceſſary Crit-yion of a Saint. The retui 
precepts even of the Stoicks, the moſt rigid Sect, could carry Philoſophy no Hm 
higher than to the ſubduing our paſſions, and paticnt enduring all Injuries, rale 
and even that out of a ſtupid Principle of Apaiby. Humane Reaſon could got Gua 
no farther, till it was improy'd, refin'd, and perfected by Divine Revelation; with 
Even inthe Fewifh Law, this Duty was ſo faintly and weakly inculcated, & Bloo 
ſuch large Allowances granted to that ſtubborn and ſpiteful People in Caſe Prin 
of Retaliation, that the Kabinical Gloſſes had not only quite effacd it, but tren 
foĩſted a Precept into its room, in dire& Oppoſition to it, o hate our Enemy. dend 
In contradiction to which, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, S. Mat. 5. 43-1, that Hea 
is Emphatically, I the greateſt Prophet and Law - giver that ever ca me curſe 
into the World, the great Meſſenger of Peace, the Author of the Goſpel, Why 
the Covenant of Peace, who came to reconcile God to Man, and Men one Prot 
to another, it is i, that command you this New Commandment ; Tove ( as 
your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good io them that hate you, and pray and 
for them which deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you. A Few perhaps might | Exc 
with ſome Difhculty have forgiven his Enemy, but to pray for bim, and left 
that too when in che midſt of Torments and Perſecutions, was ſuch an. | 
Eozngelical Paradox, as none could enjoin, but he who was fo glorious an | 1 
Example of it too. The Practice of this Duty was ſuch a Shock upon the 1 fiia 
Primitive Proſelytes co Chriſtianity, that nothing ſtagger'd their Faith ſo for 
much; and occation'd that witty Saying, that Chriſt's praying Lazarus out nah 
ot his Grave, was not half ſo great a Miracle as His praying tor his Ene- Oth 
mies on the Croſs. Yet if we own our ſelves Diſciples of that Crofs, and ERC 
expect to be ſav'd by the precious Blood that was ſhed upon it, we mutt hea 
ſubmit to this its peculiar and indiſpenſable Doctrine. We muſt no tonly F* © 
return Contumehes and Reproaches with Silence or good Language, In- * 
juries with Benefits, Curſes with Bleſſings, but we mult Xiſs our Fnemy Wa 
when He is angry, follow che great Captain of our Salvation through all oy 
his Sufferings, and pray, that even the mercileſs Hand that executes us Fg 
may find Mercy. Which leads me to a Third Reaſon 35 namely, RR 
3. We are 09lig'd to pray for our Enemies, becauſe they are the Inſiruments $0 
of Gud's Fuſtice aud Providence here below. We ought in general not only to "My 
lubmir to, but to pray that God's Will may be done in all the various Dil- * 
penſations of his Power and Wiſdom in the Government of the World. * 
And as we mutt reſt aſſur'd, that the moſt, ſeemingly, hard and rough Ad- 8 
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-pplicd, will infallibly prud uce them; ſo are we, not only for that Reaſo# 
ro acquieſce in, but to thank God for, their Appointment, ſtil looking up to 
the ſuperior Agent, and firſt principle of Motion, that directs all rheſe 
ſecmd Cauſes here below; that can bring Light ont of Darkneſs, over rule, 
and, if Occafion be, ſer afide the Powers and Opera ions of Nature, and 
make her bring forth Contraritics to herie!'. This ſettled Notion of the 
Goodneſs and Omniporence of Providence will ar all times ſanctify and re- 
concile the ſevereſt Afflitions and Troubles to us; and not only render us, 
afy under their preſſures, bar make us even Bleis the Rod that fmites us, 
; nd thus Chaſtiſes us in Mercy for cur Benefit and Ret: mation. As al the 
Sorrows we endure m:y be imputed to ſome Sins, chat have previouſly de- 
ſer vd and brought them down on our Heads; ſo if we conſider them as obly 
Temporal- Puniſhments, inflicted for the Prevention of Eternal, they muſt be 
the greateſt eſſings God can ſend us, and conſcquently worthy of our Prayers 
ſor thoſe who ire thus Inſtrumental in conveying them to us. When theſe 
Judgments fall upon us, and we are delivered up into the Power of our 
Enemies; we oughr not to wreik our Malice and Spleen upon them, bur 
return the meek Anſwer of Old Eli; It is phe L'1d let Him do what ſetemeth 
H m good; 1 Sam, iii. 18. or with Fob, The Lori bath given, and-the Lord hats 
talen away ;-: bleſſed be the name of the Lird. Job i. 21. When David's 
Guards Solicited tfleir King and Mrſter to avenge the Imprications of Shemei | 
with the Expence of his Life, and to waſh away his Blaſphemy with his f 
Blood; with what inimitable Patience, and Good Nature, does that gencle 4 
Prince skreen the Traitor from their Vengence, as being a Puuiſhmenc ſenc 
frem God, upon him? Then ſaid Abiſhai the Son of Zeruiah, why ſhould this 
dend Dog curſe my Lord the King? let me go over I pray thee, and take off bis 
Head. And the King ſaid; What hade I to do with yon, ye Sons of Zerujah ? let ht 
curſe? becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, Curſe Dau d, 2 Sam. Xvi. 9, 10. 
Wh ſhall then ſay, Wherefore haſl thou done ſh? When God by His Per miſſive 
Providence does not prevent, or by His Ajve lets loote our Enemies upon us, 
(as He did Rezin and Pekah' azainft Judab, 2 Kings, Xv. 37. J co torment. 
and afflict us for our Crimes, we eught to efttem them as the Officers and 
Executioners ot Divine Juſtice, and to treat them as His Repreſentatives, 
. left haply we be Fund even to fight againſt God, Acts v. 39. 88 
There cannot, through the whole Hiſtory, both of the Jewiſh and Chri- 
ian Church, de produc'd two more lively Inſtances of this Duty of Praying 
for our Enemies nder the moſt galling and vexacious Circumſtances imagi- 
nable, than what we read of the One under its State of Captivity, and che 
Other under its Primitive Perſecution, Take the Matter tuns ” 
excellently ſet forth in the Words of our Church. Will you Part 1. of the 
hear the Scriptures concerning this moſt neceſſary Point? Hom. againjt 
* 1 exhort therefore ( ſaith Stz Paul ) that above all things,, Rel. 
« Prayers,  Supplications; 1 Intevceſſions, and giving of -Thanks,* *  ; , 
© be had for all Men; for Kings, and all that are in Authority; 1 Tim. ii. 
„that we may live a quiet and peaceable Liſe wich all God. 
. * lineſs; for that Is god and acceptable in the ſight of Goa our Saviour, &. 


* 


J This is St. Paul's Counſel, And who, I pray you, was Prince over the 
ents * moſt part of the Chriſtians, when God's Holy Spirit, by St. Paws Pen, 
yto Jy gave them this Leſſon? Forſoth, Caligula, Claudius, or Nero, who: 
Iil- «, were not onlly no Chriſtians, but Pagans, and moſt cruel Tyrants. Will, 
rid. L you yer hear che Word of God to the Fews, When they were Triſoners 
— | ** under Nebue}adonoſor Eins of Babyl Wy" 05" oe bad. toy er 
| * om e e eee . . 
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„ Lob'e, Parents, Children, and Kinsfolke, burfed their Country, Cities, 
„jea Jeruſalem it ſelf, and the Holy Temple, and had carried the Refidue, 
remaining alive, Captives wich him into Babylon * Will ye hear yer 
© what the Prophet Baruch ſairh unto God's People, beine in this Captivity? 
&« Pray you, ſaick che Prophet; for the Life of Ne5uch adonoſer 


Bar. i. 2, © King of Bibvion, and for the Lif: of Balthiſar his Son, 


« that their Days may be as the Days of Heaven upzn Earth; 4 


tc that God alſo may give us Strength, ad lighten our Die, that we 
<« may live under the Defence of Nebuchadnoſsr King of Babylon, and un- 


& dvr the Protection of Balthaſar his Son, that we m lug to do them Service, 


« and find Favour in their Sight: Pray for us alſo unto the Lord our God, 


& fir we haue ſinned againſt the Lord our God. Thus far the Prophet Brruch 


« his Words, which are ſpoken by him unto the People of God,” of that 
& King who was an Heathen, a Tyrant, and cruel Oppreflor of them; and 
© had been 4 Murtherer of many Thouſands of their Nation, and a De- 
ce ſtroyer of their Country, with a Confeifion that their Sins had deſerved 
&* ſuch a Prince to reign over them. To which I ſhall add the Words of 

Feremy to the ſame People under the fame Circumſiances 5 
Jer. xxix. 7. Seek ye the Peace of the City whether I have can , you 

to be carried away Captives, and pray unto the Lord for it; 
fir in the peace theres ſhall y2 have peace, To conclude this Head; As our 
E:emies are ſent us by God, (accidentally and unknowingly as to them) ſor 
che Scourge of our Sins, they are the great Objects of our Com paſſion and 
Prayers, leſt by being employ'd as the Veſſels of Goa's Wrath againſt vs here, 
they may, by their own Injuſtice, Cruelty, and Malice, be alſo Inſtruments 
of their own. Deſtruction, and Veſſels of Eternal Wrath hereafcer. Which 
brings me in the next Place, 


t. To confider farther this Duty, as it regards our Enemy himſelf. 


We muſt ſtill allow him to be our Brother, and conſequently inticl'd to our 
Affection and Prayers. For his Enmiry can never deprive him of his Huma- 
niry, or efface the Image of God ſtampt on his Perſon. But * e my 
be jgin/d to us under a neater and more Sacred Alliance, as he is a Member 
ef che fame Body, as he 1s redeem'/d by the ſame Blood, es he is a Servant 
of the ſame God and Church, as he is a Subject of the ſame Government 
and Country, and involv'd in the ſame Common I nereſt and Happineſs 
wich ourſelves : Upon all which Accounts, whatever Injuries or Wrongs he 
may have done us in private, he can never be excluded cur Prayers for the 
Publick Goad, | PETE: r 
2. Priying for our Enemy may be the moſt effectüual Means of his 
Converſion and Reconciliation both to God and ourſelves. St. Paul ſays, If 
thine Enemy hunger, feed him, if be thirſts, give him drink, 
Rom. %i\l. 20. for in ſo doing thou halt hexp Coals of Fire on his Head. Now 
if ſo ſmall a Token of Kindneſs can mollify and melt down 


Cl 


the obdurate Heart of a Relentiag Adverſary ; certainly ſuch a noble and 


exalted luſtance of our Love, when we apply to Heaven in his behalf, and call 
down Omnipotence to his Succour, is enough to break the moſt flinty Conſtitu- 
tion, and like Mes Rod, ro diflolve even à Rock of $:rife into Tears, Kinds 
eis and Patience may conquer what Force and Power cannot; ir could diſarm 
+ ſau ot his Hatred, and the Syrians of their Revenge, and gain that Victory 


v briendſhip, whtch never could be obtain'd by War. The Amalakiter 


ve kno were diſcomfired more by Avjes'ss Hands held up in Prayer, 
than by the Sword of 7oſluz ; which receiv'd all its fatal Edge and Execu- 
tou tron the deadly Voice of the Prophet, Such is the Power of Prayer that 


nothing 


ties, 
due, 

yet 
ty ? 
noſer 


Son, „ 
00 


we 
ute 


vice, 
God, 
ruch 


that 
and 
De- 
ved 
5 of 
es: 
50 
It ; 
our 
'cr 
and 
ere, 
nts 
lich 


ſelf... 


Our 
ma- 
n ty. 
ber 
ant 
ent 
le ſs 

he 
the 


His 
If 
ink, 


ow 


(19) 
nothing can withitand it. What Miracles have not been wrought hy the In- 
terceſhons of thoſe great Favourites of Heaven, Noah, David, Elias, Job, 
Jeremy and Daniel, whoſe Prayers have ſav'd Nations, divertcd the An- 
ger of God, and over-rul'd the Powers of Nature? How many Millions tell 
by the bended knees of an Aſa, 7ehoſqphat, or Zezekiah ? Could not the 


Sup plications of a pious Queen Eſther deliver her People, and even of a 
'+ wicked, tho' repenting, Manaſſes reſtore his Kingdom? If the Prayers of 
Faith can ſave the Sick, and the fervent effectual Prayer of a Righteous Man 4- 


vaileth much, S. Jam. v, 15, 16. What Succeſs may we not promiſe our 
ſelves will ſuch efficacious Prayers find, that are put up to Ged for ſo pi- 


ous and religious an End as this? They cannot return empty; the muft 


take Maven by an Holy Violence, and, like Facob, n rel}le with God, till they 
obtain the Bleſſing. So powerful was this Prayer of our Saviour a; on the 


Croſs, that as a Learud Prelate obſerves, in the ſpace of Fifty five days, it 


converted eight Thouſand of his Enemies. And very probably to that affe- 
ctionate Interceſſion of St. Stephen (who ſo exactly trod in his Blefled Ma- 
ſter's Steps) may be contributed the Converſion of Saul, that vio/ent Per- 
ſecutor of the Church,into Paul the no leſs Zealous Apaſi le of it; who faw the 
barbarous Murder, and was conſenting when he heard thoſe Prayers that 
would have made his Executieners relent,had not their Hearts been harder 
than the Stones which they pour'd on his Innocent Head. As the quick and 
wonderful Propagatian of the Goſpel in the World under the gracious in- 
fluencc of God's Spirit and Providence n. ay be juſtly imputed to the Zea), 
Stcadineſs.and Reſolutionof thoſe glorious Eccleſiaſtical Heroes, that noble 
Army of Martyrs,who follew'd Chritt their Captain in Crimſon Robes, and 
ſcal'd the Faith with their blood; ſo did it receive no litt! Adrancement 
from the Meekneſs of their Suff rings, and that divine Charity, wherewith 
they recommended their Perſecutor s to God's Pardon and Mercy. Every 


Page in the ſacr:d Annals ſhines with ſuch luſtrious Examples, but cer- 


tainly that which Eclipſes all the leſſer Lights of the Church,and comes the 
neareſt up to that holy Pattern I have been endeavouring to deſcribe, is that 
of theRoyal Martyr,whoſe death, had ir preceded that of Feſ#s Cbriſt, would 
have ſeem d as truz a Type of it, as ic was the exact Tranſcript and Repre- 


| © ſentation of it aſterwards; whether we conſider the barbarous Indigai ies 


he ſuffer'd in his Life, the intoie. able Inſolence and Aff onts he endur'd in 


his Arraignment,Trial,and Condems:ation,or the ſhameful and cruel Manner 
of his Execution, as the vileſt of Slaves and worft of Ma efatto:s., In all which 


the King,and the Chriſtian were ſo well mixt and tempei'd,Majeſty, Humi- 
lity, Magnanimity and Meckneſs, Patience and Charit;,Conſtancy in Faith, and 
Fervency in Devotion; as would have broken the Heart of any Enemy, but 
ſuch implacable Blood-thirity Savages, that were equally b. reav'd of Hu- 
mane Nature and Divine Grace. Or how could ſuch Monſters without ſhame 
and confuſion of Face, and abhorrence of their own deteſtable Villany, fee 
this Imperial Saint lay down his Crown and Life upon the klock, and 


hear theſe laſt Dying Words? Jo ſhew you, ( (ays the Bleſſed King) That / 


am a good Criſtian, I bave forgiven all the World ;, and even ihaſe in particu- 


lar that have been the chief Cauſers of my Death; who they are, God knows ; 
1 do not deſire t) know, I pray God Jorghue them, But this is not all, ny Cha- 


rity muſt go farther, I wiſh that whey may repent, for indeed they have 
commited ” 7 Sin in 2 particular. I pray God, with §. Stephen, 
that this be not laid to their Charge. Nay, n0t only ſo, but that whey may tale 
the right Way to the Peace of be Kingdom; for my Charity commands me 
not only to forgive particular Men, bit my Chari y commands me to endea- 
vour 10 the Jaſt Gaſp the Peace of the Kingdoms 


* 


1 
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Now, if we ſhare the Misfortune of this moſt Pious ard truly Ch: iftian 
Prince, to comend with ſuch untrattable, ungrareful, and irreconcilenble 
Enemies, wbom no Overtures of Reaſon, Kindneſs, or condeſcenſion can per- 
Fad: o ſubdue, but who will inexorably hold out, and are reſolved tobe 
Deat both to of Prayers and Entreaties, and when we propoſe Terms of 


Peace, mate themſelv's ready to Batile; we have acquitted our ſelves both ' 


betore God and Mar, we have dene cur Parts, and may leave them as in- 
excuſable, to the dipoſal of Providence, which if it does not convert their 
Hearts, will at leaft, tye up their Hands, and clog the Charior-Wheels of ſuch 
obluxate Pharaobs,that they ſhall not drive ſo furiouſly againſt us. But ' tis 
ro he nop'd, tho' the World is very wicked, there are hut few ſuch Prodi- 


gies in Nature to be found. And let us conſider, if our Prayers ſhould meet 


with that happy Succeſs we wiſhfoyand end:avour ; what a bleſſed Com- 
fort and da isfict on will it be to us in this Life, to have count:=r-plotted and 
defeated the Devil's Deſigns, to ha ve reſcu'd the Souls of our poor Brethren 
out ofctern2] Pcrdition, to have made Proſelytes and Servants to God, 
Friends inſtead of Enemies to our ſelves, and Heirs to that Everlafting 
Bliſ and Glory, to which we entitle our ſelves by this Great Aﬀt-of Cha- 
ty. S. Jam v. 20. For, let us know, that if we thus convert a Sinner from the 
Er or o his way, we ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Multitude 
out own Sins; and ſhall fhine like Stars for ever and ever. Charity there- 


ie to our ſelv s would induce us to exercife this Charity of ou: Enemies. 


Which is attended with fuch an infinite and inexp:/eſhble Reward,which will 
thus requite Mercy with Mercy, pardon in Heaven with pardon on Earth, and 
will be as 'twere a Transfer of our Debts upon the forgiveneſs of our Bro- 
ther. This, indeed, is a Jaying up à Store * ourſelves, a good Foundation a- 
gainſt the Iime to c me, @ Reward in the Day of Neceſſny, that we may attain 
eternal Life. JT / „ 

3. Ali Reaſon to move us to pray for our Enemies is, becauſe 3hey ſo 
bighly fiand in m ed of our Prayers, as inners againſt us; an can m thout our 
interceſſo», ſo cafily, at leaſt, bi pardon d by Cod. We ate commanded by tre 


- i 


F Apoſtle, to confeſs aur Faujts one to another, and to pray one for 
S. Jum. 16. amither, that we my be heal d. Which Injunction particu- 'Y 
larly reſpects the Othce of the Sick, who could neither ord:- 


narily receive Abſoluion from their Sins, or a Cure of their Diſtemper, withont 


2 particular Confelſon of the One, and tbe Prayers of the Church tor the 0- 
rher, which in thoſe Primitive Tmes wire Miraculous in thei: Operations, 
Reftoring the Sick without any farther Remedies. Bur then twas a Ne- 


ceſſary Condi ion, as well as no, to obtain the Peace of God, and real com- 
70rt to peniteut Sul not only to be reconcil'd to the whole World, and par- 
Licularly to Thoſe they had injur'd, but to be ſeeck God aſſo to forgive All 


thoſe they themiclves had been injur'd by; without which, no one could | 


receive Abſolution or be admitted to the Holy Sacrament. But tho? this 


may in particular re pect the Office of the Sick,it equally oblig s all in health, 


whoſe Salvation depends on the ſame Terms. We are all bound to pray for 


each other, for the mutual Pardon of our Offences. And theſe Interceffi- 
ons are re quir'd, not only from our Superiours, who may ſeem to have more 
hie and Favour itt the Court of Heauin;' but alſo from Inferiours, for- 
thoſe that are above them. The Apoſtles themſelves, who we may think 


had very li:tle need of other Mens Prayers, very frequently requeſt to 
be recommended ro God by the Prayers of the faithful. Rom. xv. 30. 
Now, I biſcech you Brethren (ſays that choſen — of Godg S. Paul) 
ler ibe Lord qu Chriſt's ſake, and for the Love 
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Fe Siri, #þas 4. 
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ftrive together with me in your Prayer to Goda for m. Ard a7a'n, Trayins 
a'ways with ail Prayer and Supplicarion 'n 1he Spirit, and watc!- = We 
ing thereunto wit? all Per ſeverance and Supplicarion for ill Eph. vi. 18. 
Faint; And fir me, that Utetrarce may be given unto me, that mo 
I may open my Mouth 501 ly to meke kiown be Myſteris of the G p And 
ſo in ſeveral other Places. Now it the very heft of M n thus Rand in need 
of the Prayers of othe s ſo much below themſelves in Vertue and Religion 
(and we can't ſuppoſe the Apoſtle thus importunately tu has- begg'd for 4 
Thing of no Effett) and theſe Prayers are as twere the n- ceHary Adreſſes 
to obtain theſe Bleſſings from the Throne of Grace; Hon much more 
highly requiſite will be the Petitions of thoſe that ſuffer under Iujuries, for 
thoſe that are the finful Authors of them? I will not Prelume to carry this 
Point too far, ſo as to aſſert they cannot he forgiven without ic; But I 
confeſs, from ſome Paſſages of Scripture, there ſe ms ſome Reaſon to con- 
cluge, that if this Interceſſion is not abſolutely requiſite, for the Remiſſion 
of our Adverſaries Offence, tis, at leaſt, a very g eat and prevailing Mor 
tive with God for it. To make this Matter a little dear; we 
read that when Abimelech had only intended to have defil'd Gen. xx. 
Abraham's Wile not knowing her to be ſo, but miſtaking her, 
acco ding to their own Pr:varication, for his Siſter, that when God threa- 
tened to puniſh him ſeverely, for this his intended Injuſtice, tho? he was 
not conſcious of the Heinouſneſs of his Crime; he ſends him to Abrabam 
to intercede for his Pardon for he is a Prephet (tays Gd) an 
he hall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live : cond if thou vejlore ber Ver, 7. 
not, know thu that thu ſh:lt ſurely die; thou and all that are 
thine, And accordingly we find that God revers'd His Judgment upon A: 
brabam's Prayer When the Jews had fo highly provok'd God in the Ab- 
ſence of Moſes, their General, an the Mount, againſt whom they had not 
only rebelled, but againſt God by Idolatry, it is very Remarkable that 
when that meek Prophet interceded with God for their Pardon, offering his 
own Life, as a Sacrifice, and Ranſom tor t1eirsz God Almigh- 
ty replys, Let me aline, tat my Wrath may w4x- ht 4zainjt them. Exod. xxxii. 
As it the Divine Power was arreſted and ſuſpen ed upon his | 
Prayer, and the Lord bearkened to the Voice J Mn to ſtop 
the Courſe of his Juſtice, and Providence. When that wicked King Je- 
regoam fretchd forth his Arm to ſmite the Prophet at &:7b-/, 1 
the Lord dried up his ſacrilegious Hand, ſo thut he could not put it 1 King Xiii. 
in again to im; and it there ſtood a wither'd Monument ot Di- ver. 4. 
vine Vengeance, till reftor'd by the healing Voiceand Inte rceſſi- — 
on of his Adverſary. I ſhall produce but one Inſtance more, and that is the. 
remarkable Cafe of Job; which ſpeaks very ully to the Point be:ore us. 
When God intenued to have revenged his Quarret againſt his talſe F iends, 
who had ſo baſely inſulted and abus'd him in his Mistortune, he would not 
accept their Sacrifice or Repentance, but by che Mediation of Fob hiniſelf. 
The unto you now (ſays God) ſeven Bullock, and ſeven Rains, Tos, 
and go to my Servant fob, and off & up for your ſel vet a Barnts cap, Xlii. 8, 
Offering, and my Servant Fob ſhall pray for you, for him will 7 
accept: Left I deal with you after your Folly, in that you have net fen of me 
thing which is right, like my Servant Fob. So Eliphazy the Temanite, and Buldx4 
the Shubite, and Zophar the Naamathite went and did according as the Lird cm- 
manded them, the Lord alſo accepted Job; And the Lord turn'd the Captivity = 
of Job when he prayed ſor his Fr ends. The Divine Procedure in this Mat- 
ter does, at-leaft, warrant this Concluſion, That tho' God may 0 hs 
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pleaſes, without our Prayers, pardon our Enemies on their Repentan 

vet that our Prayers for them are of mighty Force and Prevalence wi 
God, to obtain the Acceptation of their Perſons, and Repentance, and to 
render their Admiſſion to the Throne of Grace (if I may be allowed fo to 


fpeak) more Eaſ and Sat is factor y. I deſire here not to be miſunderflood 3 


not that either our Pra ers. or their Repentance can be at all available, of 
acceptable for them, or ourſelves, in the Sight of God, but through the 


Merits and Satisfaction of our Great and Only Medfator Chrift Jeſus; to the * 


Benefit of whofe Mediation and Interc-#oa for ovrſelves we cannot lay any 
Claim, without this indiſpenſable Duty of Interceſſion for our Enemies. 
This therefore muſt be {v underſtood, as a conditional, and ſubordinates 
Means here below, to quality us for that Abſolution above. There are ſome 
Sins that, as all Caſuiſts agree, require Reſtitution in order to Remiſhon, 
ſuch as Extortion, Fraudulent Gains, and the like; and others that are al- 
moſt incapable of it, as Murder and Adultery. In hoth theſe dreadful Caſes, 
not only the Forgiveneſs, but the Prayers alſo of the Perſon injur'd (where 
they may be had) may poſſibly be ;very Conducive towards, if not requiſite 
for the Pardon of the Perſon Injuring. Doubtleſs, both join'd together 
are of myre Weight and Efficacy; and may be look'd upon as a Compoſition 
in Ordinary Courſe of Fuſtice, and accepted inftead of plenary Satisfaction, 
and ſo Cancel the Debt, and Obligation on the Offenders Side, If there- 
fore we have any Regard to the Souls, or Bodies of our Enemies, we muſt 
Pray for the One Labouring under the Convittions of Sin and Guilt, that 
the Other may alſo be deliver'd from thofe Juſt Judgments the Divine 
Vengeance may otherwiſe infl;& upoa them for our Fakes. And what an 
Honourable and Bleſſed Office is this! to ſtand ſubordinately tn the Place 
of onr R deemer; to deprecats God's Wrath; and reconcile Man to God 
to ſtep in, and interpoſe Mercy betwixt vindictive Juſtice, and Puniſhments; 
and like the Angel with Abrabam, to intercept the impending Surd, and 
$kreen the Sacrifice on the Altar. From the Great and Good Service we 
may do to our Enemies, by cur Prayers for them, I come in the lait Place, 


! 


Thirdly, To conſider this Duty as it relates to ourſelves. 'And here we 
fhall find ic Rill ſupported by more affecting, and beneficial Reaſons, drawn 
from our own Welfare, and Concerns. And firſt then, Rt 
1. We are to pray f r our Enemies, b:cauje of the great Profit and Advantage 
we my reep from rem in the good Offices they di us. If Affliction is the >chool 
of Vertue, our Enemies are to be eſteem'd, as only our Maſters, or Tu- 
tors (et over us for 4dmonition, Inſtruction, and Correction of our Fault. 
And tho' the Diſcipline is rough and un palatabk, and irkſome to Fleſh and 
Blood, yet it has its medicinal Qualities, and if rightly apply d, will prove 
the beſt Phyſick we can take. The Holy Pſalmift who ro his great ſorrow 
Had tafted deep of this bitter Cup, and whoſe whole Life was almoſt one 
xontinued Scene of Trouble and Vexation from his Enemies, tells us the 
Fleat improvement and Expesience that he had gain'd from them, and 
Particularly from that Blood-thirſty Adverſ.ry Sul, in whoſe Court he fo 


2 long liv'd, bad made him wiſ.r b nne 4 d. Thou (lays 
Pj l. cxix. 98, -) through thy Commandments haſt n due me w. ſer t an 
99. mine Enemies, for they are ever with me; I bade mie Un- 

der ſtanding than all my Teachers, and therefore, ſays he, is ts 
Ver. 71. good fir me that I bare been afiifted, that Imight learn ib 


Statutes. When a Man is thus ſet in the midſt of Snares, and 
Dangers, he walls upon the Battlements of 4 City under min d, and ought 8 
f | | 2 „ 
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Morde, and all their Thoughts are againſt 


C$3..3 


take good head to his Paths, when his pryingand inquiſitive 


Enemies are ready to ſwallom him up; ben they nr, T/al.lvi. 6-65 
bim for Evil, wien 

they gather themſelves together, and hide themſelves, and art bis Steps, when 
they wait for bis Soul, When he js certain that all the Errors and Miſcar- 


riages of his Lite fhall be laid open, his Frailties, Ignotancee, ard Tafirmities 


magnified into wilful and preſumptuoussins, and his Good Name loaden with 


Lyes and Slanders,and all theArtillery of that Accuſer of ile Heilen Pcus'd 
on his guiltleſs Head. Then Jet bim ſet Scourges over i; | 
Thoughts, and the Diſcipline of Wiſdom cver his Heart, left Fcclus, xx. 
he fall before bis Adverſaries, and hisEnemies rejoyce over 2, 4. 
him. It wl require his utmoftPrudence andCaution to ride . 
out the Storm, and weather ſuch a Day of Trouble, ard of Rebuka and Blaiſe 
bemy. This is the Seaſon to exerciſc his Chriſtian Vertues, when he is exa- 
min'd with Diſpitefulneſs and Torture, that his Meckneſs may 
be known, and his Patience preved; this is the Time to call Vd. iis 19. 
frpon God for a double Portion of his Spirit, for Faith and 
Perſeverance, forHumility ard Conſtarcy, for an ardent Love of God, and 
Zeal for his Glory, a firm Truſt in his Piovidence, and Reſignation to his 
Will, with an equal Contempt of the Frowns and Temptations, theallure— 
ments, or Sufferings of this World, when put in Oppof tion to his Duty, the 
Defence of the Truth, or the Diſcharge of a good Conſcience. The Com- 
fort of which will bear him up above, and carry him th all the Torment, 
Diſgrace, Barbarity, the Malice of Men or Devils can invent, and brir 
him off ore than Conqueror, thro Chriſt that ſlrergthens him. This indeed is 
a fiery Furnace, wherein the Vertue of a Chriſtian is tried even as filter is 
{ried, and out of which it will come with its true Sterling# eight, andLnſftre. 
Now tho” theſe are the Accidental Egeſts of our Sufferings from our Enemies, 
wrought in us by the Grace of God, and quite contrary to the Deſfigrs and 
Intentions; yet a kind of Fuſtice and Gratitude would obli ge us to intercere 
with God for their Pardon, who have been the Occaſions of doing us fg 
much good, that we may ſay, It is net an Enemy that bas done this, but it 
was thou my beſt Friend, who by laying wait fer ry Soul, haſt been a great 
Inſtrument in ſaving it. OW nes 
Laſtly, We muſt pray for our Enemies, becauſe it is enjoyn d by God, as the 
abſolute Condition of Praying for our ſelves. If thou bring the Gift to the Altar 
(ſays our Saviour) and there remembreſt that thy Erether hath 
ought againſt tbee; leave therectby Gift before the Altar, and go S. Matth. v. 
thy way, firſt be recoucil'd to thy Brother, and then come and 23, Cc. 
offer thy Gift. So that an entire Reconciliation with curAd- 


verſaries is a neceſſary Qualification for us toapproachGod's Altar for the A- 


tonement of our own Sins; without which, we are not fit to come into the 


Divine Preſence; it is that Wedding Garment, which if we are not cloath'd 


withal, we muſt be ſo far from expecting to be accentab:eGueftsat they 


. Table, that we ſhall be caſt out into outer Darkneſs, Nay the Want of this does: 


not only put ina Bar egainſt our own Vardon, hut it turns our Very Prajers 
into Sin; it renders them the moſt dreadtul Curſe and [mprecatign upon our 
own Souls, that our moſt bitter Enemy the Devil himſeif could utter. Fug 
by this we Bind and Sal our own Sins upon ourſelves, we pray Damnation 
on ourſelves even in the Lord's Prayer; and make a Covenant with God for. 


our eternal Deſtruction, if we dont fulfil the Condition we ſtipulate, to fer- 1 


give in as full Jerms, as we expect to be torgiven- If we will have our Pray- | 
rs heard for ourselves, we muſt earneſtly Deſire to have them heard for our 
Wh py Cop | Enemies, ; 


6240 | Rs 
1 Sam. xii. Eremies; we muſt labqur-for their Salvatien,, to ſecure ou” 
23. own ; and therefore God Forbid that we ſhould {in in ceatins 

to pray for them. | #1 

Thusl have endeavour'd to preſs upon you the Practice of this greatDu'ty 
from ſome of the moſt weighty Reaſons it is founded upon, withRegard to 
God and Religion, our Enemy and ouwſetves, I have fhewn it to be the high- 
eft Imitation of God and the moſt Glorious perfection of a Chriſtian ; that 
it is the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Mark of our trofeſhon; that we are 
ohlig'd to con{itter our Enemies to be the Inftruments, of God's Juſtice and 
Providence; that they are our Srethren in Nature, in Government and Reli- 
gion, that this is the moſt likely Means to work their Converſion, and Re- 
conciliation ro God and Man; that they moſt highly ftand in Need of our 
Prayers as Sinners again us, and can't be ſo eafily pardon'd without our 
Interceſnon; that if rightly made uſe of, they may proveOccations of great 
Benefits to us in the Exerciſes of our Chriſtian Graces ; and laſtly, chat 
we can't ray for eurſeives unle(s we pray for our Enemies. f 

I am conſcious how mnch I have tir'd out your Patience with this te- 
dious Diſcourſe ; but, | hope, it may be pardon'd upon lo particular an 
Occaſion, eſpecially conſidering that I am now pleading for a Duty, 
which all the Arguments and Eloquence in Nature are, God knows, 
but little- enough to enforce. | _ 

To conclude then; Since neither Innocence nor Pity, Vertue nor Wiſdom, 
can ſecure 1b beſt of Men from Enemies, let us patiently bear that Croſs 
which even the dn of God did not diſ ain to ſubmit to. And whatever Sut- 
ferings God ſhall be pleas'd to permit them to inflict upon us, let us receive 
them with Meckneſs and Pity, aud e deavour to overcome Evil with Good, 
by requiting their malice with kindne's aud friendſhip. In orper to which, 
we muſt ſuppreſs all the inordinateMotions of ourPaii:ons,and ſtifle the very 
fir't riſings of anger and revenge in our Hearts. And 2s we muſt not over- 
rate the Injuries Me receive trom them; ſo neither mult we revile their Per- 
ſons, or miſraprcient their Characters, as knowing that it Mercy, certainly 
Juſtice, is qus even to our wort Enemies. Byt whatever Afflictions, or Op- 
preiors they may bring on us, let us put our Truſt in God and not fear what 
Man can do unto us. Let us hold faſt our Integrity and Profeſſi on without 
wavering, and never for Fear, Shame, or Intereſt relinquiſh a good Cauſe; 
and let us take ſuch care of our Lives, that our Conſcience may not re- 
preach us with deſerving ſuch Enemies, but that in the great Day of Ac- 
counts we may appear olatatle!s, and They may be found Liars unto us, 
In a word, ſince this Duty requires ſuch a ſuhlimity of Temper, ard fuch 
a'tirmneſs and majeity of Mind, as nothing but the Divine Grace can im- 
part; we mult pave conſtant Recourſe to God in Prayer. for it, that 
Pjal. v. 9. He would lead us in tis Righteouſneſs becauſe of 017 Enemies, and 
male bis Way ſirait before our Face; and by continued Mo! titication and 
Self-Denial prepare ourſelycs for it, always referring our Cauſe to God as 
the proper judge, and reſting entirely contented in theDeterminationsof 

a is Good Providence : Which zf ow s pleaſe the Lord, will make our 
Prov. *I. 7. Enemes to be at Peace mith us; and will either fupport us under, or deli- 

1 Ver us otit ot their Hard. If God chaſten us, be n ſcourge our Ent mit- 

d. xi. 22, thoward Times more, to the Intent that when we judge, we thould care- 
1 2 bK of bis Goodneſs; and u ben we ourſelves are judg'd, we jhout [ 

cok fer Mercy. # 8 
3 Pi on therefor# (as the Elect of God Holy and Beloved) Bewels of Mercy,” 
Co in. 12, Ce. Hardneſs, Hiembineſs of Mind, Mechnejs, Long-Suffertig ; forbearing one, 
. \« anotvcr th auy Men vave a Quarret againſt any, even as Chriſt fargeve and, 

rand ter Fett, jo ald dd ge. And abrve all Things, put on Cher ty, hieb is the Bond of Per- 
tncs; valette Peace of God rule in your Hearts, - U | 
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